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Dear Mary Mother Saints, 
 
               VOTE ! ! !  VOTE  ! ! ! VOTE ! ! !  
 
I know all of us have been flooded with commercials about 
making sure we vote.  We all have different opinions on 
who we should vote for and why.  Many times this causes 
anxiety and often heated discussions.  Remember, God 
made us all unique and loves us unconditionally.  Let’s all 
try to be loving and respectful to one another, no matter 
what our political beliefs.  John 3:16 “For God loved the 
world so much that He gave His only Son.”  If God did that 
for us, why can’t we all love one another, no matter what 
the outcome of the election.  I believe it is okay to agree to 
disagree, but let’s do it with love in our hearts. 

HAPPY  
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 

*   *   *   IMPORTANT!!   *   *   * 
If you would prefer not to receive a printed copy of the 
Update and to access it on our Mary Mother website 
(www.marymother.org), please indicate that preference 
below.  You can send it to the parish office, marking it 
ATTENTION:  Jackie Wilson, or email at 
wilsjmar@charter.net. 
 
I/We prefer to access the Update on Mary Mother’s 
website.  Please remove me/us from the Update mailing 
list:   
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________ 
 
Email address (for reminder): 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
*********************************************  

Requiescat in Pace 
“May she/he rest in peace!” 

 
One of the Spiritual Works of Mercy is to pray for those 
who are living and for those who have died.  As the colors 
fade, the days grow shorter and the leaves fall to the 
ground, the month of November is a time when even   
creation helps us who live in the northern hemisphere to 
reflect on our own mortality and to pray for those “who 
have gone before us marked with the sign of faith.”  One 
way that we can remember those who have died is by 
making a visit to the cemetery.  It is especially appropriate 
to do that during November, when the Church celebrates 
the communion of saints and looks forward to that harvest 
at the end of time when all will be gathered into the New 
Jerusalem. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto ____, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May her/his soul, and the souls of all the  

faithful departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace.   Amen. 

This very special lady contributes in many ways, to parish, 
neighbor and community.  On Saturday evenings, she  
arrives early to prepare the altar for Mass.  At home, she 
spends her time with “hook and yarn,” seeming to        
effortlessly craft rosaries for patients in the hospital before 
surgeries, newborn stocking caps for babies and scarves 
just the right size for children.  She is talented in so many 
ways and each act is done with such great love.  She is 
always willing to help.  Look on page 2 to find out who 
spotlighted lady is. 
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THE SPOTLIGHT’S ON...... 

EVELYN REKER    
THANK YOU FOR ALL OF THE BEAUTIFUL  

WAYS YOU SERVE OUR LORD!  
  

Submitted by  Michele Venable 

DIRECTOR OF 
FAITH FORMATION 

Cheryl Degenhart 894-1373 
cdegenhart@marymother.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Dave Baranowski 
pcveep@marymother.org 

CHRISTIANITY  
IS  

NOT  
A THEORY, 

IT IS  
A  

LIFE. 

On October 3. the parish held our second annual Parish 
Ministry Leader Meeting.  This year our speaker was  
Brian Miller, Director of Evangelization and Discipleship 
for the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 
 
Brian gave a very inspirational talk which can be viewed 
on the parish website. 
 
Here are some highlights from the workshop: 
Missionary Discipleship is the ongoing process of  
encountering Christ, growing in relationship with Him and 
witnessing Him to others constantly.   
 
Encounter: 

Each of us is invited to a renewed personal encounter 
with Jesus. 

No one is excluded from the Joy of the Gospel. 
 
Grow: 

Each of us has been given unique talents and        
charisms.  We are called to nurture and develop 
our gifts and actively participate in the Body of 
Christ. 

Not only are we responsible for our own lives, we are 
responsible for the lives of others.  We are called 
to hold each other accountable on our path to 
holiness. 

Witness: 
The Church exists to evangelize – to share our faith, 

love and joy with others. 
Our witness centers on the kerygma: God created us 

for relationship with Him, this relationship is  
broken through sin, Jesus restores our relation-
ship, we are invited to repent and follow Jesus. 

 
St. Catherine of Sienna said, “If you are what you are 
meant to be, you will set the world on fire.” 

PSR Update:  Presently there are 103 children enrolled 
in the program – 45 children attend in-person and 58  
children are being home schooled.  If you have not  
registered your child(ren) for the PSR program, it is not 
too late.  You can pick up a registration form from the  
parish lobby or download the registration from the parish 
website at www.marymother.org.  
 
Due to COVID-19 and the safety requirements in place for 
social distancing, our children are missing out on Liturgy 
of the Word for Children that is offered at the 9:00 AM 
Mass on Sundays.  To help our families with younger  
children understand the Sunday readings, we have begun 
attaching the Catholic Kids Bulletin to the Stay-at-Home 
Update Flocknote that is emailed each week.  Families can 
download and print the bulletin, then work together to 
complete the activities to reinforce the Sunday readings 
and learn about a different saint each week. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Dick Roseland   486-8345 
pcveep@marymother.org 

ADMINISTRATION AND 
FINANCE COMMISSION 

Mary Gudinas  
adfin@marymother.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY 
AND MUSIC 

Nate Jackson    894-1373 
njackson@marymother.org 

Hello Mary Mother!  Hopefully everyone is well and safe. 
 
There’s not too much to report this month.  We did have a 
discussion at out last meeting about developing a  
subcommittee for Strategic Maintenance of the Mary 
Mother campus.  Carl Cooper has volunteered to head this 
committee.  Basically this committee will examine the 
building exteriors, building services (plumbing, electrical, 
HVAC, and alarm systems), interior components such as 
office equipment, emergency lighting, AED, and kitchens.   
 
On a personal note, I just would like to remind everyone 
that the scammers are out!  I have been hit twice in the last 
two weeks.  One came through my email; and the other 
posed as a friend on Facebook.  Please, please do not click 
on any links sent to you from someone you don’t know, or 
in my case thought, I knew; and never call the phone  
number they provide you.  Always go directly to the  
company website for the contact information.  For me,  
fortunately, I saw several red flags and was spared.  I did 
report these issues to the BBB, Facebook, and AARP, and 
the company involved. 
                                                                                            

As always, if you should have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact me. 

“Come ye, thankful people, come.  Raise the song of 
harvest-home!” 
 
In the weeks as we approach the end of the liturgical year 
with the Feast of Christ the King, we hear at Mass about 
our journey to the End of Times.  This is our “harvest” – 
when God will call us home to be with him for eternity. 
Common themes in the readings for the month of    
November will be about the Saints, our longing for God, 
and sharing in our Lord’s joy.  Yet throughout this, Jesus 
tells us especially that we should have no anxiety about it 
but wait with great expectation.  “Therefore, stay awake, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.” (Matthew 
25:13)  You’ll also hear that our hymns take on those 
same themes:  of longing and waiting for God, of  
thankfulness and expectation, of praise for the blessings 
of this life.  
 

“Come, with all your angels, come. Raise the glorious 

harvest-home!” 

Mass of Remembrance:  We have sent letters to  
parishioners/family members of parishioners who were 
buried from Mary, Mother over the past year inviting each 
to the Mass of Remembrance on Saturday, November 7th at 
8:30AM.  The Mass will be live-streamed; and we are 
grateful for parishioners to join us from home.  Thank you 
for understanding that circumstances have limited our  
ability to extend an open invitation.  Pictures: Thank you 
for sharing pictures of your loved ones who have died so 
we may honor them in memory, as a community.  No  
matter how recent or long ago, we treasure these pictures 
each year! 
 
Bound for Bethlehem:  This Advent program will be  
introduced in the bulletin Nurse Corner a bit later this 
month so we, as a parish, can begin the “virtual journey” to 
Bethlehem during Advent.  It’s just like the Walk to     
Jerusalem that we have done during Lent.  The distance 
from St. Louis to Bethlehem, Israel is roughly 6,440 miles. 
We will virtually travel these miles through physical    
fitness, charitable works and prayer.  Everyone of all ages 
and abilities can participate!  Please join us! 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE 
Michele Venable       894-1373 
Parishnurse@marymother.org 
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EVANGELIZATION 
COMMISSION 

Jeanne Rothermel     
evangel@marymother.org 

SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Becky McDonnell       

social@marymother.org 

As I was feeling a little overwhelmed the other day, I   
noticed an email from Dynamic Catholic, so on a whim, I 

decided to open it.  I’m sure you’ve all experienced those 
times, when some random thing you do, turns out to be 
exactly what you needed at the time.  Well, this was that 

moment.  In one tiny little description of a virtual event 
Dynamic Catholic is airing.  Matthew Kelly said what I 

needed to hear.  He acknowledged that ‘hope’ is needed in 
society today more than ever; that we are people of         

possibility and, therefore, are powerful ambassadors of 
hope and encouragement.  We are called to “meet people 

where they are….leading them to where God calls them to 
be.”  In his closing sentence, he challenged me to find 
three ways I could bring hope to other people this month.  

What an awesome idea!  Thank you, Matthew Kelly, for 
putting my focus back on others and away from my    

wallowing self. 

At the picnic on October 11, we had 18 cars.  Everyone who 
came had a great time and stayed safe.  
 
A happy thanks to all who helped at our Reverse Trunk-or-
Treat. 
 
ADVENT GLOW:  Friday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m.  
This year, our theme is “Comfort and Joy.”  We could all 
use a lift this season.  The Advent Glow will be offered by 
attending in church or through streaming from home.  There 
will be no reception afterwards this year. :( 
 
The Happy Birthday Jesus Party will be made into a home 
version this year in the month of December.  Teaching/
activity/craft supply packets will be made up.  Anyone can 
order as many as they would like.  The packets will be 
picked up from church and will be offered for free.  Look for 
the sign-up-genius link available in mid November. 
 
Assumption Athletics:  Fall CYC sports have started:). 
There are very strict guidelines.  Health screening forms are 
required for each practice/game.  Only one parent may attend 
games.  Masks are required at certain times, etc.  We are 
grateful that the children are getting to play. 

 
Progressive Dinner:  January 30, 2021:  We are discussing 
ways to make this happen.   
 
50th Jubilee:  2021 marks the 50th Anniversary of Mary 
Mother of the Church.  Our committee is working on special 
happenings.  Stay tuned for more information coming in the 
new year.  

WE are 
called  
as a  

family  
to  

proclaim  
the  

Good News. 



UPDATE Page 5 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
Maura Clancy    

youth@marymother.org 

 TITHING 

 
 

 Tithing 
September 2020 -  4 Sundays   

$1,138 each agency 
 

Arnold Food Pantry – Offers non-perishable foods and a 
Thrift Shop for those in need.   
 
Rebuilding Together - Purchases materials to repair 
homes of the elderly, disabled, and low-income  
homeowners who cannot afford to make needed repairs on 
their own.     
 
Living Well Village – Instructs and encourages youth with 
medical conditions, such as cancer, diabetes, obesity, etc., 
in an intense camp experience with a health and wellness 
focus.  
 
Peter and Paul Community Services – Feeds poor and 
homeless in the community.  Donations are used for food 
and supplies. 
 
Jefferson County Pregnancy Care Center - provides free 
services to women in crisis pregnancies.  Services include: 
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, parenting classes, diapers, 
formula, clothing, and individual peer counseling. 
 
Marian Middle School - All-girls private middle school in 
the St. Louis community serving urban adolescent youth in 
a faith-based environment.  

HEALTH MINISTRY 
Mary Ann Schulte    

health@marymother.org 

Serve the Lord with Gladness. 

We had a very busy month in October; and this month we  
have a ton of fun activities planned.  We are still doing our  
prayer group very Wednesday night from 7-8 pm.  
 
For our spiritual night on November 8th, Deacon Randy  
Howe is going to have adoration for us.  
 
On the following Sunday, November 15th,  we are going 
to be playing some games and have an ice cream night 
from 7-9 for our social night. 
  
On November 22, we are bringing snacks to Firefighters  
and Police Officers in the afternoon.  
 
We are not doing anything on the next Sunday because 
that is Thanksgiving weekend; and we will be celebrating 
with our families.  
 
I hope everyone has an amazing Thanksgiving, and stay 
safe!   

For a short synopsis of the September Parish Council 
meeting minutes concern the Health Commission follows:  
 
Good Samaritan Driver Ministry:  A limited number of 
drivers are still providing transportation.  We have served 
2 parishioners for a total of 5 rides. 
 
Mass of Remembrance:  On Saturday, November 7 many 
things will obviously be different this year.  It is still to be 
determined how this will be done. 
 
Walk to Bethlehem:  During our meeting, it was  
suggested that we revisit this activity.  This is an activity 
to help promote walking and an activity that can be 
COVID friendly.  There was discussion regarding when to 
have it— during Advent or Lent.  We’re hoping to get it 
together by Advent for a positive experience.   
 
During the last Parish Council meeting, Fr. Chuck  
distributed  copies of the Catholic Social Teachings of the 
Church.  Below is the link: 
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-
believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-
social-teaching 
                                                                                          

For information about the Mass of Remembrance and 
Walk to Bethlehem, look at the article in this Update or on 
the parish bulletin on the website at www.marymother.org. 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching
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SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 

BE   
A   

THANKSGIVER 

50th Anniversary Picture Collection: 
For Mary Mother’s 50th Anniversary (in 2021) we will be 
putting together a memory book that will be a part of our 
new pictorial directory.  We need pictures from our past 
celebrations and activities.  So dig out those old photo  
albums.  If you have some pictures to contribute, here are 
the guidelines. 
1. You can submit: a. hard copies (but we will not be able to 
return them) OR b. digital copies via text, email, or Google 
link. 
2. Please make sure pictures are well lit, focused, and easy 
to make out. 
3. A limit of 12 photos per household for now. 
4. Photos will be put into one of around 50 categories. For 
example: Quilters, Sports, Marriage Encounter, Picnics, Fun 
with the Clergy, etc.  We can only include a few pictures 
per category. Please understand that we cannot include  
every picture. 
5. If possible, label pictures with names, dates, and events. 
If one of your pictures has an amusing story, you may in-
clude a short caption. 
6. We will be asking for more detailed stories at a later date. 
  
Email or share through 
google: mcdonnellparkgoers@gmail.com 
Text: 314-236-1421 
mail: Becky McDonnell   
4532 Vallarta Dr. 
St. Louis, MO 63128 
 
Thank you to all who have already submitted photos!  
Sent from my iPad 

For the past several years, the MMOC St. Vincent de Paul 
Society has had a Prayer Partner Program between our 
Neighbors in Need and various Mary Mother parishioners.  
Interested parishioners are given the first name of a  
neighbor that we feel can really use extra prayers at this 
time.  They are asked to include this neighbor in their daily 
prayers.  The initial time has been for three months; but, 
when contacted, the parishioners usually agree to continue 
praying.  At times, when a neighbor is doing better, a  
different neighbor will be substituted.  The Neighbor in 
Need is given the first name of their prayer partner,  
hoping that they receive additional comfort in knowing that 
they are in someone’s thoughts and prayers.  At this critical 
time in our world, we can really use more help in this 
prayerful endeavor.  If you are interested in being a Prayer 
Partner, you can call Linda Hohenberger at 314-608-1530. 

This is the 25th Anniversary year of the encyclical     
Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life).  This document, 
written by Pope St. John Paul II, reaffirmed the Church’s 
constant teaching on the value and inviolability of every 
human life.  This anniversary year gives us a wonderful 
opportunity to assess, expand, and better communicate 
resources to pregnant moms and families in need at the 
local level.  Our parish is joining a nationwide effort  
entitled:  “Walking with Moms in Need: A Year of  
Service.”  We have just formed a core team to coordinate 
this initiative in our parish.  We envision the Pro-Life 
Committee, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the  
Christian Service Commission, and all parishioners  
joining in the effort.  We want mothers in need to know 
that the Church is here for them and desires to support 
them and walk with them during challenging times.  
 
Please pick up a beautiful prayer card from the vestibule 
and pray every day for moms in need. 
 
“Life is the most beautiful gift of God.”   St. Theresa of 
Calcutta 

PRO-LIFE 
Leslie Najjar 

leslieanajjar@gmail.com 

END OF DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME 

ON 
SUNDAY,  

NOVEMBER 1 
“FALL BACK”  

YOUR CLOCKS.  

mailto:mcdonnellparkgoers@gmail.com
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Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

November 2020 
 

For more details go to: www.marymother.org/calendar-1 

Nov 1 
All Saints Day 
10am Gr 6-8 PSR 
3pm Rosary 
6:30pm Rosary 
 

2 
All Souls Day 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6pm GriefShare  
6:30pm Pickleball 
 

3 
ELECTION DAY 
- (we are NOT a 
polling place) 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am Walking/PA
C 
7pm SVDP Mtg 
7:30pm Youth 
Commission Mtg 
 

4 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerston
e 
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6:30pm Gr 1-5 PSR 
7pm ProLife Comm 
8:30pm Men's 
Basketball 
 

5 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
7pm Liturgy Mtg 
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 
 

6 
6:30pm Pickleb
all  

7 
8:30am Mass of 
Remembrance 

1pm WEDDING - 
Driskill / Randolph 
3:30pm Confession 

8 
32nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
10am Gr 6-8 PSR 
3pm Rosary 
6:30pm Rosary 

9 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6pm GriefShare  
6:30pm Pickleball 
  

10 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am Walking/PA
C 
7:30pm Adult 
Volunteers Mtg 
(Youth Grp) 
 

11 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerston
e 
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6:30pm Gr 1-5 PSR 
8:30pm Men's 
Basketball 
 

12 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 
 

13 
6:30pm Picklebal
l 

14 
3:30pm Confession 

15 
32nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
10am Gr 6-8 PSR 
12pm UPDATE Due 
3pm Rosary 
6:30pm Rosary 
7pm Youth Group rec 

night 

16 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6pm GriefShare  
6:30pm Pickleball 
7pm Christian 
Service Comm 
 
 

17 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am TOPS 
9am Walking/PA
C 
6pm Ad/Fin Mtg 
7pm Health 
Ministry Mtg 
7pm SVDP Mtg 
 

18 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Cornerston
e 
9:30am Tai Chi 
12:30pm Stitching 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6:30pm Gr 1-5 PSR 
8:30pm Men's 
Basketball 
 

19 
9am Walking/PAC 
4pm Adoration 
7pm Surviving 
Divorce 
7pm Parish Council 
Mtg (tentative) 

20 
6:30pm Pickleb
all 

21 
3:30pm Confession 

22 
33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
10am Gr 6-8 PSR 
11am Candidate/ 
Sponsor Commiss’g 
12pm Candidate/ 
Sponsor Mtg 
3pm Rosary 
6:30pm Rosary 

23 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6pm GriefShare  
6:30pm Pickleball 
7pm PSR 
Homeschool 
Follow UP 
 

24 
9am Adoration 
9am Quilting 
9am TOPS 
9am Walking/PA
C 
 

25 
9am Adoration 
9:30am Tai Chi 
9:30am *NO* 
Cornerstone  
12:30pm Pickleball 
6pm REHEARSAL: 
Honig/Gicante 
8:30pm Men's 
Basketball 
 

26 
OFFICES Closed for 
HOLIDAY 
 
9am Mass at 9am - 
Thanksgiving 
 

27 
OFFICES 
Closed for 
HOLIDAY 
 
6:30pm Pickleb
all 

28 
1pm WEDDING: 
Sophia Honig & 
Jordan Gicante 
3:30pm Confession 
 

29 
1st Sunday of Advent 
3pm Rosary 
6:30pm Rosary 

30 
9:05am AA Group 
12:30pm Pickleball 
6pm GriefShare  
6:30pm Pickleball 
 

 

Note: All meetings are listed, regardless of whether they are virtual (ZOOM meetings) or in-person meetings.  
Contact the meeting leader to determine how the meeting will take place. 
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UPDATE 

Mary Mother of the Church 
5901 Kerth Road 
St. Louis, MO  63128 

NEW PARISHIONERS: 
June Wachter 
 
FAREWELL: 
Tom & Sharon McGinnis 
 
DEATHS: 
Marian Schroer 
Mary Kathleen (Kathy) Kelly  
 
 


